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delightful dolls, whimsical owls, flowery dream catchers, and other pretty 

little things all begin their lives in the tiny, pink studio of Lori Marie 

Dailey of Oakland, California. This designer and textile artist, who has been 

featured on The Martha Stewart® Show, a Mollie Makes® video, in Parents® 

magazine, and on the Apartment Therapy website, sells her colorful creations 

exclusively on her website and her Etsy site.

Lori Marie’s degree in fashion design from the Fashion Institute of Design and 
Merchandising in San Francisco, initially led her to a job as a designer and pattern 
maker for a leather handbag company. These high-function bags and backpacks 
were sold primarily at Nordstrom. While she enjoyed each part of the process and 
learned a tremendous amount about production, she had always had a passion for 
print and color that was difficult to realize in a leather handbag factory. With this 
in mind, she applied for a freelance position with Pottery Barn Kids®.

The blush-tone, tiny house that 

looks as if it sprouted naturally 

in this cottage garden houses 

the fabrics and creations of 

California-based designer Lori 

Marie of Pretty Little Things.

by Christina Nellemann

a studio for

pretty little things

Photos by Lorie Marie Dailey
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   A big idea for a small studio
Are you looking for a tiny house to turn into your own backyard studio? If 
you don’t have a 1950s backyard cottage like Lori Marie’s, these companies 
sell plans and ready-made tiny houses that can be used as an art, music, 
design, or writing studio. Although these cottages can be built without 
building permits, be sure to check with your local building codes about what 
size and type of structures are allowed in your area. 
 
traditional 
Jay Shafer’s Tumbleweed structures have set the standard for the burgeoning 
tiny house movement. His various designs have been featured on CNN, The 
Oprah Winfrey Show, and HGTV’s Design Star and have changed the way 
many people think of “small” living and working. Most of the Tumbleweed 
houses are built on a trailer and are made to be moved around to different 
locations. 

The mobile feature appeals to many people, but the company also offers 
their Box Bungalows, which can be placed on a foundation. The Weller is 
a Craftsman-style building that is about 107 square feet. The interior can be 
designed by the owner, and the entire structure is sold as a plan for $99 or 
as a complete assembled kit for $16,599.

tumbleweedhouses.com/collections/box-bungalows

prefab
The YardPods company designs, manufactures, prefabricates, delivers, and 
assembles sleek, free-standing rooms throughout California. The company 
is in the process of expanding distribution to the rest of the country. These 
well-finished, heavily insulated rooms are ready to be placed in your yard 
as your personal work space. Choose between several precut sizes, or you 
can create a custom size for your space. Various design options for doors, 
windows, flooring, and roofs are available. An 8' x12' YardPod with a 
sloping roof will cost you around $5,375, plus delivery and assembly.

yardpods.com

kit
If you don’t mind doing a little DIY, look into getting the Studio Shed®. These 
tiny house kits come in various sizes for storage, garages, or small studios 
called Lifestyle Sheds. The Lifestyle ranges in size from 8' × 10' to 12' × 
28',  but all dimensions, ceiling heights, and roof overhangs can be custom-
ized for a small charge to fit your site. The 8' × 10' model starts at $8,700 
and the 12' × 28' at $24,350. Certified, professional installation costs 
about $1,200 extra. DIY installation discounts are available, and Studio 
Shed recommends some previous building experience and the ability to read 
standard construction blueprints.

studio-shed.com/
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by Christina Nellemann

  Roderick Romero:  
a studio  
   in the

This tree house designer for the 

stars works publicly in a New 

York City community garden.

garden

there are not many artists who 

can claim to do their work in 

three different studios: one in the 

center of New York City, one on 

the road, and another in the great 

outdoors.

Roderick Romero of Manhattan 
designs and builds fanciful tree houses 
around the world for clients like Sting 
and Trudie Styler, Donna Karan, Val 
Kilmer, and Julianne Moore. In the 
past 15 years, he has built more than 

Photos by Roderick Romero
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He and Ross recently gave back to 
the community by designing a tree 
house to be built in La Plaza, where 
some linden and willow trees had been 
destroyed by Hurricane Irene. The duo 
hopes to soon teach workshops on 
how to build tree houses.

“Roderick is great. I give him a vague 
idea, and he makes it happen,” Ross 
said. “It always comes out more beau-
tifully than I ever expected, and he’s 
good with his hands and fun to work 
with. We are kindred spirits.”

Roderick said that the most fun part 
about building tree houses is the engi-
neering and planning for how to get a 
small, albeit heavy, building up into a 
tree or strand of trees. He mentioned 
that the technology for this type of 
construction is constantly changing, 
so he never gets bored. 

“I always want my work to be 
original,” he said. “I have a real fear  
of repeating myself.”

So he continues to push the  
parameters of what can be done with 
random objects, discarded materials, 
and natural elements—creating 
sky-high getaways for all ages.

“Being in a tree house is like being a 
child,” Roderick said. “It’s all about 
the idea of escaping and returning 
back to earth—an escape from the 
mundane reality of the grind.”

romerostudios.com

About the author: Christina 
Nellemann is a graphic designer and 
writer who lives in the high mountain 
desert of Nevada. She works out of her 
own backyard studio that also does 
triple duty as a yoga space, sauna, 
and guest room.

felinedesigninc.com
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Does looking at Roderick’s designs 
make you want to have your own 
studio in the trees? If you are aching 
for your own tree house, there are 
two ways you can begin the process: 
hire an expert to create a custom tree 
house specifically for your location, or 
put your creative juices to work and 
build your own.

Hire an expert:
Derek “Deek” Diedricksen has been 
featured by The New York Times, make 
magaziNe, and Salon.com for his  
diminutive and “FUNKtional” (as 
he calls them) structures built from 
recycled wood and items like washing 
machine doors and watercooler jugs.

“I try to employ as many recycled 
materials as possible, as long as it isn’t 
detrimental to the structure as a whole 
in both strength and appearance,” 
Deek said. “Windows and doors are 
prime for this salvage-building angle—
they save money and, on principal, 
keep perfectly good building materials 
out of landfills.” 

His free-form projects (with names like 
the Hickshaw, the GottaGiddaWay, 
and the U.B. 30), with their bizarre 
angles and bold colors, were originally 
intended to be kids’ forts or homeless 
shelters, but because of the recent media 

coverage, he has been commissioned 
to create several larger structures. One 
of these is the Wolfe’s Den (named after 
the owner), which is an angular tree 
house with a corrugated, polycarbonate 
roof built at Deek’s home in Boston and 
then shipped to and assembled in the 
Catskills.

“When the client first saw the finished 
product, she was almost in tears she 
was so excited,” he said. “This was 
flattering and a welcome relief, as she 
gave me free and total rein in terms of 
design approach.”

Deek’s designs can run from hundreds 
of dollars to about $6,000 (in the case 
of the Wolfe’s Den), depending on the 
location, how high the structure needs 
to be, and how elaborate the design.

Visit Deek’s blog and order his book, 
humble homes, simple shacks, cozY 
coTTages, ramshackle reTreaTs, FuNkY 
ForTs, at relaxshacks.blogspot.com.

View the make magaziNe video of 
the building of the Wolfe’s Den: 
blog.makezine.com/2011/12/21/
the-wolfes-den-treehouse-in-the-
catskills-tiny-yellow-house.

Build your own:
There are not many prefabricated 
tree houses available for purchase, 

since trees are unique and it’s difficult 
to create a one-size-fits-all structure. 
However, there are several companies 
that offer materials, plans, and ideas 
for building your own tree house.

The TreeHouse Workshop website 
has information on public and private 
tree house workshops, consultants, 
suppliers, and building codes, as well 
as several photos for inspiration. Their 
workshops typically last four days and 
cost approximately $1,195 to $1,595 
per person. Their tree house studio 
designs are usually less than 400 
square feet.

treehouseworkshop.com/resources.html

No matter what you 
decide to build, Deek 
offers a few tips:
“The basic rule of thumb is to keep a 
nice balance between over-building it 
and keeping it light,” he said. “It’s not a 
conventional house, so some walls can 
even be framed with one-inch by one-inch 
stock, but it’s the base and supports 
where you can’t cheat the system. It’s a 
good idea to build in backup supports, 
too, or dual-support systems—cables that 
back up attached girders and cleats that 
re-support structural members at their tree-
connected points.”

Far Left: Deek secretly 
built the owl-like U.B. 
30 for his brother’s 
30th birthday on their 
land in Vermont.

Left: Deek designed 
and built the Wolfe’s 
Den tree house for a 
client in the Catskills.

up a tree?
Photos by Derek Diedricksen




















